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AUTO-WHEEL. AND TRAILER,

A CYCELIST'S EXPERIENCES OF MOTOR-ASSISTED PASSENGER WORK.

Two or three months ago Inguiries were made by
readers of ('vcLing as to what a rider should under-
take in the way of distance and hill-climbing when
towing a trailer. 1 then described my experiences,
and referred to a short tour last antumn, on which
a friend acted as a tow-horse and shared the work
with me. :

I found the trailer work, however, becoming too
arduous when a decent distance had to be covered,
and a friend’s help not being always available
I thought the Auto-Wheel might solve the difficulty.
Towards the end of January I obtained delivery of
one, and had several rides to get thoroughly used to
it. On 1st February T rode to Reading and back to
see the F.A. cup tie between Reading and Tottenham,
the weather being very wet and cold. On the follow-
ing Friday I rode down to Forncett, a few miles
short of Norwich, the distance vii Tpswich being 112
miles, and returned on the Monday through New-
market (107 miles). TLater I had several shorter rides.

It was not, however, until 22nd March that T,

attached a trailer and had a trial run with the com-
bination, making a circular run through Barnet,
Hatfield, St. Albans, Elstree and Edgware, a dis-
tance of 44 miles. No times were taken, but the
general result was satisfactory, all hills except three
(ts e hill up to St. Michaels and of St, Albans, Elstree
Hill, and ‘the rise to the top of Brockley Hill) being
ridden. . S
After two or three more rides of about the same
distance I decided to try a three-figure trip. I ar-
ranged to ride to Codicote, near Welwyn, there pick
up a friend (hereinafter called C 7Y afterwards
gomg on through Hitchin and Shefford to Bedford
and returning by the same route. The total is 101
miles. The trailer passenger was to be my youngest
daughter, aged 12, and the ride was to be on Monday,
21st April. The early morning was wet, but the ra.n
stopped about seven, and we got away in good time.
The roads were muddy, but trafic was light, and
having passed through Finchley
I climbed Barnet Hill and reached
the church (10 miles) in 50 min-
utes. Al went well and a good

miles short of Hatfield, when the
engine began to misfire badly,

bace was maintained until two,

and, in another half mile, stopped. ~As I #ould
not discover the defect, I pedalled into Hatficld
to a repairer, and had the matter pus right.
This was the cause of considerable delay, and as a
result we did not reach Codicote till 11.20 a.ma. Dis-
regarding the stop at Hatfield, the running time to
Codicote (265 miles) was 2 hrs. 5 min., and the average
speed about 13 miles an hour.

At 11.35 a.m. we started the second stage of the
outward journey, ¢ C,”’ who is a strong rider, setting
up a hot pace. (He wanted to see what the Auto-
Wheel could do with a trailer behind it) The
weather was now fine, the roads good, and the wind
lightly blowing from the south. We ran right
through without a stop, but eased down through
Hitchin and Shefford, and also when going into Bed-
ford. We pulled up at the Bunyan statue at
12.55 p.m., having covered the 24 miles in 1hr. 15 min.
at an average speed of practically 20 miles an hour.
(*“ C 7 was finding out what the Auto-Wheel could do.)

After lunch the wind was against us, and blowing
stronger, the pace consequently falling off somewhat.
After walking Hammer Hill “C " was ready to
“tuck in " behind the trailer for shelter, and we
made very good running to Hitchin. From this town
to Codicote the road is rather hilly, and in addition
to the hill out of Hitchin, which we walked, cone
other hill bested the engine when I had nearly
reached the top. In spite of these three dismounts
we ran into Codicote in 1 hr. 40 min., averaging
nearly 15 miles en route.

After rest and refreshment we bade f.a-rf;wellmto
“C,” and commenced the last stage of the trip. The
sharp hill out of Welwyn was walked, and at Little

Heath rain set in, neces-

e sitating a stoppage to don

. waterproofs. At Barnet
the tramlines were greasy
and bad for riding, while
from  North  Finchley
traffic was heavy and
troublesome.” At (Child’s
Hill it got so dark that we
had a second stop to light
up, and finally reached
home, having
taken 2 hrs. 5
min. for the
264 miles. The
average speed
over this stretch

Bir. W. jessop with his Auto-Wheel and trailer. Under favourable conditions he has covered 20 miles in an
o hour with this load,
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:The actua.l rxmnmg ' time

halls, .

and failed to-develop full power.
“steadily with only a slight sway.

'5°min.; showing an -average of just over
14} miles ‘an hour. " The -engine ran well,.and on the -
level developed, I'should imagine,. “more_than its
‘nominal 1 h.p., but it was a. little slow in-picking up -,
. the drive after running fast down some ofjthe. steeper: .
. Up stiff hills if the speed fel]‘to less than five
m:lles an hour the engine, in-spité of pedal assistance;
‘séemed to find the dead drag of the trailer too much
The trailer, whmh

- 15" of strong construction ind ra.ther heavy, ra.n very:

Speed.is soon plcked up on the level a.na a fan'ly

< for: hills..

lam Zan', 1913.

,f.ast .‘wera,ge ‘pace ca.n be mamtamed vnﬂi-out grea.t
= ‘effort by the :rider using the high
speed huh, while reserving the middle and low gears:
There are several small- improvements I
" can' sugges‘t. ana shall attempt to get them carried.
" out as the vesult -of-the ex erience gained in this?
and’ e.a.rher rides. ]l) %
_high, averaging, with cycle alons, about but not over, & &~
45 miles to the hali gallon’ (the reputed capacity of
the' tank), and with the trailer attached not more
than 40 miles.. But the object of t.hzsartlcle is mereiy :
to show that the Auto-Wheel can do a great deal more :
than propel a cycle and its rider; and is quite capable,
with reasonable pedal assistance, “of dragging-the
heavy extra weight of trailer and passenger at a,falr
average speed over con51derable distances: .

ear of a three-:

The pétrol consumption is rather ;
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 In Peaceful Salop..-,-
THE p.roud and ancient town of -
Shrewsbury .can put”up a good

.7 claim to be:the finest centre in.
En«la,nd for_the cyelist.

all points of the compass, and, go which
way he will, the Iucky wheelman is
assured oi }ovelw scenery, with no long,
monotonous qtretches or colourless vistas
to depreciate the joys of his ride.
iollawing little itinerary ingicates some
of the choicest “Seenery iz Rhropshire;
. and, here and there, pe.tceful retreats.
where the horn of t‘ze motor 'is rare]y
heard. :
Leaving ihe W'v_. by e Prees
to Whitchurch,” in about 1j mile the
route leads off to the right on the New--.
port hLighway,
ag Ha'ucrhmond Abbey ‘23 miles from
The ruins nf the -Augus-
tinian monastery, which was Tounded n
1110 ars sitvaled in a lovely spot,

*“alike exqnisite in its wood.and water, |
. the. grey stoneé of its buildings, the

"C.J:

© . wooded hills behind it, a.nd the view of &

Shrewsbury and its spires.” . The neigh- -
bouring * hill, * “yon ., bosky" hill** of-
Shakespeare overlooks the site .of the
great battle of Shrew sbar), and the view

terest Pao e

AFTERNOONS

e

From its pic- -
turesque main streets.roads radiate to

The

which, it follows as far -

pecuhar m- :

plea.saat river scenery deman&s a DreaL
in the journey. The old church on the
- riverside  was probably erected- by the
monks of Lilleshall with’ material from
_the rains of Uriconium, and it contains

objects of interest. . Follo“mg the
Wat{l treet towards Wellington,

over an eipecxallv attractive-bit of Pigh--

way, in a little over a mile the road’ forks
and 'the foute follows the divergence to
“the right, an undulating roadway running
with the river 1hrou"h a denghtful dls-
trict to Iron Bridge.

In a short mstance the road’ cuts
through the site of the old; Roman uty of
~ Uriconium, where excavations are in pro-
gress, and where, during the past few
months, some most interesting discoweries
have been made. A fragment of the old-

_the road, and down the by-way near it
is the vxllawe of Wroxeter, whose church
contains some of the most. magmﬁcent.
- monuments in Shropshire. = ..~
Following -the main road down the
Severa Valley,- with the black mass of
the lonely Wrelkin on the lei‘bf;-md a fine

.TWO INTERESTING TRIPS FOR HALF-
AWI—IEEL i, e 3

/

" ¢ity wall is-in’ evidence to the right of .

panorama of woodland and mountain on

- theé right, across the river,.the Toute pro-
x ceed.s.as far as the by-way. to . Eaton.

~-s'antine, which lies a little to"the left on

“the hillside, where the .old, -timbered

. house of :Richard Baxter mvstﬂ] in evi-
- dence.
leads abrupt.lv down to the river and over
e Cressage Brldge-—~or, rather, at present,

bmm}%mm

Returnivg. a litt
county “town,' opposi a undome
the'-road “on . the deft-is taken and the -
riverside “village .of - Uffington, - charm-
ingly situated,,is passed on the further
“way to Atcham,

treet = Atcham or’
Ela.ce -and- -
some -

r‘the old Roman high-:

_“duty whilst a new bridge is being erected.

countryside- “Iuch “in summer. time, is a
* veritable “‘land of afterncon. A Tal;mn-,
" the-route to  Acton Burnell; he qmcL.lv
- finds himself -traversing laziés and by~
“srays which.are not qmte lik€ any he has.

. nis “outlook” is bounded by the long,,
~wooded ridge of Wenlock ‘Edge,- beyond
whose western_extremity are ranged the

Jon*,

. Over a -temporary structure.which does -

.. At Cressage the cv clist plunges into a.

A rough bit of road on the right. .

.

“ever traversed hitherto.. To.the south -

- hills'of the Stretton group, and the moun- -

.-tains of the Borderland.. The village of -
P k"-)xActon Burnell is pru:n]y beautiful,” and
ark .

cap show him the remains of the Parlia-+
mrent” House," tHe ** greate - barne ’ of
" deland, where Edward.I beld an emer-

queen of black-and-whlte timbér houses
- built in 1403:< Condover has a magmﬁ

~. which - ‘bea.uf.iful moauments

; *. up Bread and Cheese: Hill, thedce fol-
- gency Pa.rhament and Pitchford, *¢ the -

_ did views of the
" cent Emzabetha.q'house, and a church'in

. sant run of: about 27 miles:
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“wluch though modem have all “the
orlm;nahty and power of ancient art.”’
The whole of the district Iying between .
the route from Cressage and the high
‘road through Cross Houses on’the right
bank of the river is a gldrious field for
the cychsts exploration. “:-_ . B.C.

" A Route from Southend.

LEAVIN'G Southend - by - Victoria
Avenue and passing Prittlewell,
with its magnificent” old - parish
church,” a three-mile - ride brings the
cyclist to the old country town of Roch-
ford. Having kept straight on through
" the town;a.two-mile gradual ascent 15
made to A...mrgdcn. the scene of a battl
of that name, in which Canute aefea.ted 3
Edmund Ironside, the victor afterwards
building the little” church on_the hill. -
Le:wmg Ashmtrdon a sharp ﬁescent is -

encounf.ered and an undulatmg,. faxriy
good-surfaced lane brings. the Tider to.
Hockley and the woods to which numer-" .
ous excursions are made by -picnicking
parfies from . Southend. n the way.
from Hockley to Rayleigh a magnificent -
view across the valley of tgze Cmuch can
- be obtained irom theroad.”

On ‘the rider’s left-hand, descendmv :
the hill from Rayleigh.. he will notloe—
thé peculiarly shaped hill known as the .
Mount, upon which onée stood a Saxon’
st,ronghol ' The London road is then
followed to- Wickford Jtmctlon, and a -:
turn to. the left. takes the- wanderer:
.through- North Benfleét to the mam
London' to Southend road. After j Jommg
this Toad the~cyclist_will have .to walk ~

_lowing the main- road.’ Southend is -
. reached.via Hadleigh® (from here splen- B
es estuary can be
obtained) and Leigh, after a very %123-




