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ROAD TEST REPORT:

POWER & PEDAL WI'H THE SCOOTER

OCTOBER, 1962

The RALEIGH “ROMA”

A modified model, the RS.2

INCE our first road test report

on this model in September last

year one or two minor specifications
have been made to the design.

The accent is on: the word ‘minor’,
for, in the words of a Raleigh repre-
sentative, the Roma has simply been
‘tidied up and toughened up’. Ex-
ternal differences between the Roma
RS1 and the Roma RS2 (as the new
model is to be called) are not very
obvious, the most apparent being the
headlamp cowl, which is now made
of high-impact plastic and has decor-
ative ribbing across the top.

Also apparent is the fixing of the

exhaust pipe which now, instead of
leading almost direct from the ex-
haust port and out some consider-
able distance to the rear, runs first
forward, then at right angles across
the bike and finishes up along and
underneath the left footboard. In this
manner the same length of pipe and
silencer is used but the fixings are
better and no pipe at all appears out
of the rear of the bodywork.

Inside the 77.8 c.c. two stroke en-
gine minor adjustments have again
been made and the claimed brake
horse power has been stepped up
from 3.7 to 4.3 (the latter figure
achieved at 6,200 r.p.m.). To accom-

The Roma is a
light, compact and
handy scooter,
now with a lively
performance

modate this the engine has been
stiffened up a little and the gear ratios
made slightly higher and closer. Out-
come of this is a negligible mncrease
in top speed but much improved per-
formance through the gears, of parti-
cular benefit when the bike is used
with two riders.

Raleigh also felt that the rubber
bushes in the engine mountings could
be dispensed with as much of the
vibration they were designed to cover
up has been eliminated.

This, then, summarises the modi-
fications and the RS2 is otherwise
identical to the RS1. A fuller descrip-
tion of the basic machine was given
in our September 1961 Road Test,
which should be read in conjunction
with this report.

Originally intended for launching
at the forthcoming Motor Cycle

Show in November, the RS2 has been
made available earlier because of an
encouraging improvement in the
Roma’s popularity. But it was not
officially launched when we received
the test machine (the first available
to the press) and the bike was upon
us before we knew in detail about the
modifications! As a result it has been
tested as a completely new machine.

That extra performance

Oddly enough this new Roma is
not so quick to fire when started from

- cold as its predecessor, but when

warm invariably started first kick.
For cold starts a self-returning rod
on the carbureftor is pressed down.
It is reached through a round hole,
perhaps a little too small for a
heavily gloved finger.
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Sitting on the machine with the
engine running the vibration criticized
in the RSl can still be felt though
admittedly much reduced. It is parti-
cularly noticeable in the handlebars
and passenger’s feet when the engine
is raced out of gear. However, the
vibration was felt very much less
when the Roma is travelling.

Comfortable Travel

Gear changes remain slick and
easily made, with the exception of
second which was easy to miss when
changing up. This was easily over-
come by clutchless changes out of
the first two gears.

That extra performance at low
speeds is particularly noticeable,
though the slightly higher first gear
demands subtler use of throttle and
clutch when moving off from stand-
still. A second rider made wvirtually
no difference to the agility of the
bike in traffic and gear changes on
hills and inclines were surprisingly
few. One comment our various pil-
lion riders all made was about the
need for an extra inch or two in the
length of the dual seat—even the
pillion girl in Raleigh’s own advertise-
ment hangs over at the rear!

Here the criticism of the saddle
ends, for this is one of those rare,
well-made items that can’t be sat on
too much. With this and the suspen-
sion which strikes a happy medium
between firmly-damped for good
roadholding and soft for joltless
journeys, the rnider is assured of very
comfortable travel.

Top cruising speed of the RS2 is
around the 40 m.p.h. mark, and it
can be driven, we proved, for long
periods with the throttle wide open.
With this sort of use, plus town work
in heavy traffic, one gallon of 20:1
petroil lasted 93 miles, a figure much
higher than our expectations.

The brakes are spot on, response
to pressure on control lever or foot
pedal being gradual yet positive.
Headlight power is quite extraordin-
ary for such a small battery-less
motor, excellent beams being given
dipped or full, but the horn remains
of negligible effect.
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A wide and very stable centre stand
with non-slip feet

A true scooter

As mentioned earlier, the construc-
tion of the RS2 is virfually identical
to the RS1, and the new model still
has fold-out footboards for access te
the engine and a tip up seat for
access to petrol cap and glove box.
This box still has an irritating gap
at the back, presumably necessary in
the construction of the scooter.

The footstand is mounted well for-
ward and easily operated from either
side, particularly as the bike is so
very light in weight. This lightness
made the machine a delight to handle,
and ‘it was most pleasant to have a
scooter that could be easily wheeled
about with one hand and no con-
scious effort.

Add to this the fact that its per-
formance with two riders is excellent,
that, despite its elegant styling and
built-in comfort, it can work hard for
long periods, and you have some
idea how near the Rorma comes to
being the ideal light transport.
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SPECIFICATION

ENGINE: 77.8 c.c,, bore 48 mm.,
stroke 43 mm., two-siroke Cast
iron cylinder, aluminium fiat-
topped piston. Develops 4.3 b.h.p.
at 6,500 r.p.m.

TRANSMISSION: 3 speed constant-
mesh gearbox with hand operated
multi-plate clutch immersed in oil,
gear primary drive, then enclosed-
chain secondary drive. 1st. 19.27:1,
2nd. 10.72:1, 3rd. 6.78:1.

FRAME. Welded tubular steel with
pressed steel fittings and body
panels. Front and rear suspension
by telescopic rubber spring units.

ELECTRICS: Marelli flywheel gener-
ator supplying lighting direct; 43
ins. headlamp in toughened plastic
cowl, and rear lamp. Main, dipped
and town beams.

WHEELS: 3.50 ins. x 8 ims. tyres,
pressed steel splif-rim interchange-
able wheels. Brakes 5 ins. diameter
front and rear.

DIMENSIONS: 3 ft. 33 ins. high,
2 ft.  ins wide, 5 ft. 6 ins. long.
Weight, 172 Ibs.

MANUFACEURERS: Raleigh In-
dustries Ltd., Nottingham.

PRICE: £115 10s. 0d. (inc. P.T.)

SUCCESS STORY

King’s Lynn Scooter & Three-
wheeler Club (The Westerners) was
formed in March 1960 and though
not as streng in numbers as they
were (they reached a peak mem-
bership during 1961) they feel
stronger in spirit. Anybody interest-
ed in joining should meet at the
Barley Mow, Railway Road, King’s
Lynn every Wednesday Evening at
§ p.m.

CLOSING DATE
EXTENDED

Closing date for the submission
of photographs to the Lambretta
Photo Competition has now been
extended to December 31, 1962.
Entry forms and full details can

be obtained from the Publicity

Department, Lambretta Conces-
sionaires Limited, Trojan Works,
Purley Way, Croydon, Surrey.
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“The lightweight sconter of 1962 . . | superlative appearance
startlingly good starting, perfect handling, sparkling per-
formance, cxceptional braking and front-rank accessibility”

Motor Cycle and Cycle Trader

‘A5 taut and rigid a little machine as one would wish to find.
... light to use, smoothly acting brakes . . . a particularly
neat, well designed and satisfying little scooter”

Scooter and Three Wheeler

¢ .. little short of remarkable, Engine starting simplicity
itself. Comfortable cruising speed . . . 40 mph . . . content
to continue indefinitely. Attractively styled low capacity
scooter combining adequate performance with excellent fuel
economy’ t The Motor Cycle

‘Up to the minute in every respect . . . . acceleration is
especially pood, Low-speed handling . . . absolutely wonder-
ful . . . likely to inspire much pride of ownership’

Motor Cycling with Scooter Weekly

The experts should know! They like the Raleigh Roma—
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very much indesd, You will, too, If you want to find out
more about the finest lishtweight on the market, fill in this
COLUPOIL.

THE RALEIGH ROMA £95 .15 " 0

+£19.15.0 P.T. TERMS £23.2.0 deposit and 78 weekly payments
of £1.8.0 ar 104 weekly payments of £1.2.0, This includes Insurance
againse Accident, Sickness and {except in the case of M. Ireland)
Unemploymant, todo,
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