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O N B U Y I N G A M A C H I N E . 

T H E R E arc few m a t t e r s o n w h i c h the inex­
p e r i e n c e d are so h k e l y t o g o w r o n g as u p o n t h e 
purchase o f a m a c h i n e . T h e n o v i c e has h e a r d 

T H E S W I T T . 

somewhere t h a t a set o f " parts " o n l y costs ; ^ 3 , 
t h a t So-and-so's tyres car? be h a d for a sovereign, 
t h a t t h e " R i d e - h a r d " saddle can b e b o u g h t for 
half-a-crown, a n d t h e r e y o u are ! H e argues t o 

• h i m s e l f : AVhy g ive ^.2.0 for s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
o u g h t t o be p r o c u r a b l e at r o u n d - a b o u t ^^^5 ? 
P u t i n th is way t h e r e seems t o be b u t one answer. 
K e a c c o r d i n g l y makes a purchase o f s o m e t h i n g 
cheap a n d a t t r a c t i v e l o o k i n g , a n d g u a r a n t e e d b y 
a persuasive v e n d o r t o be " e q u a l t o a B e e s t o n 
Humber. ' " ' T h e m a c h i n e is t a k e n h o m e b r i g h t 
a n d s h i n i n g , is s l i o w n t o a d m i r i n g f r i e n d s , a n d 
is t h e n le f t t o the q u i e t b u t searching o r d e a l o f 
a c t u a l w o r k u p o n the r o a d . T h i s k i n d o f story, 
o f t e n as i t is t o l d , has u s u a l l y t h e same sad 
e n d i n g . P e o p l e w i l l n o t l earn b y anyone's ex­
perience save t h e i r o w n , a n d so i t comes a b o u t 
t h a t t h e n e w m o u n t , so a f fect ionate ly r e g a r d e d 
at f i rst , soon becomes a cause o f i i T i t a t i o n , loss 
o f t e m p e r , a n d waste o f m o n e y i n c o n s t a n t b u t 
f u t i l e repairs. I t is o n l y a fe l low w i t h a l o t o f 

m o n e y w h o can a f ford a cheap m a c h i n e . T h a t 
sounds l i k e a paradox, b u t i t is s t r i c t l y t rue . I t 
m a y be said o f a b icyc le , as o f m a n y o t h e r 

t h i n g s , t h a t the cheapest is t h e dearest 
i n t h e e n d . 

A n d yet i t is equal ly t r u e t h a t t h e r e 
is n o absolute need t o spend £.20 o r 
m o r e u p o n t h e purchase o f a b icyc le . 
I f y o u can a f ford i t , i t is w e l l t o d o s o ; 
b u t i f y o u r f u n d s are m o r e r e s t r i c t e d 
y o u m a y s t i l l p r o v i d e y o u r s e l f w i t h t h e 
means o f f o l l o w i n g t h e freest a n d m o s t 
g l o r i o u s o f pastimes. Some o f the best 
f i r m s have a d a p t e d themselves t o t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s o f those w h o m u s t h a v e 
cheap m a c h i n e s or n o n e at a l l . O n e o f 
t h e pioneers i n t h i s m a t t e r was t h e 
c o m p a n y m a n u f a c t u r i n g the S w i f t B i ­
cycle. T h e f i r m m a r k e t e d t h e " P o p u l a r 
S w i f t " at a b o u t t e n guineas , a n d n o w 

q u i t e a n u m b e r o f o t h e r f i r m s o f t h e . h i g h e s t 
r e p u t e m a k e s i m i l a r cheap m o u n t s for such o f 

"̂l•;vv p K E i [ i F . i t r o r i T L A i i , 

t h e i r c l ients as n e e d t h e m . I t is n o t t o b e 
i m a g i n e d t h a t these m a c h i n e s are equal t o t h e 
better-class m o u n t s m a d e b y t h e 'respective 
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nianufactui-er^, h u t f l iey arc g o o d a l l t l i e 
same, a n d i n b u y i n g t h e m t h e purchaser 
n o t o n l y gets s o m e t h i n g t h a t he m a y r e l y 
u p o n , b u t h e gets s o m e t h i n g w i t h a n a m e 
as w e l l . T h a t is a p o i n t w h i c h I c a n n o t 
pass b y w i t h o u t e m p h a s i s i n g i t . A great 
r e p u t a t i o n is t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e asset t h a t 
a cycle b u i l d e r c a n have , a n d i t is tc 
be p r e s u m e d t h a t h e w i l l spare n o p a i n s 
to g u a r d i t f r o m a n y poss ib le i n j u r y . I t 
is t rue t h a t y o u " p a y for t h e n a m e , " as 
the saying goes, b u t as o n e w h o has r i d d e n , 
machines a t a l l sorts o f pr ices , a n d b y 
makers great a n d s m a l l , I h o l d t h a t a. 
name is w o r t h p a y i n g for , a n d I always 
buy a n a m e n o w a l o n g w i t h m y m a c h i n e . 

T h e n a m e is o f use a n d o f v a l u e i n m o r e 
ways t h a n one. F i r s t o f a l l i t is a guarantee 
that g o o d m a t e r i a l s a n d g o o d w o r k m a n s h i p are 
b o t h e m b o d i e d i n t h e m a c h i n e . I f a n y t h i n g 

A i .AD3: 's J U O U N T . — H u a r B i : K . 

goes w r o n g , w h i c h w i t h fa ir usage o u g h t n o t 
to go w r o n g , y o u r m a k e r o f r e p u t e w i l l i n m o s t 
cases be o n l y t o o g l a d t o set i t r i g h t aga in at h i s 
own cost, a n d thi.s, o f course, for h i s credi t ' s 
sake. T h e smaUer his r e p u t a t i o n t h e less 

X E W P R E M I E R E O T J M . - . 

i n d u c e m e n t has h e t o g o o u t o f h i s w a y t o 
p r o t e c t i t ; t h e greater i t is t h e greater t h e 
i n d u c e m e n t . T h e n , again, w h e n t h e m o u n t 

R O Y A L S I S G E R . 

has t o b e p a r t e d w i t h t o n~.r.ke r o o m for a 
n e w one, t h e s e c o n d - h a j i d p r i c e i t w i l l b r i n g 
w i l l b e sure t o b e m u c h h i g h e r i f t h e m a c h i n e 
bears a g o o d n a m e . F r o m a l l t h i s y o u w i l l 
gather t h a t i f y o u have j ^ 2 o or u p w a r d s t o 
s p e n d u p o n a b i c y c l e y o u w i l l d o w e l l t o have 

T H E H U J I B E I i . 

t h e v e r y best. I f , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , y o u are 
n o t so f o r t u n a t e , i t is b e t t e r t o g o t o a rea l ly 
g o o d m a k e r a n d b u y s o m e t h i n g second grade 
t h a n t o b u y t h e best t h a t is of fered y o u b y a 
m a k e r o f cheap goods w h o is l i t t l e k n o w n . 
O u t w a r d aopearance is usual ly a v e r y i m p e r ­
fect g u i d e , for t h e b a d m a k e r o f ten fo l lows 
t h e best designs as regards m e r e f o r m , a n d he 
s o m e t i m e s spends a g o o d d e a l u p o n externa l 
finish. I t is t h e w o r k i n g parts , w h i c h are o u t 
o f s ight , t h a t are o f rea l consequence. I f 
these are g o o d , a n d p r o p e r l y adjusted, the 
m a c h i n e w i l l d o i t s w o r k ; i f n o t , there w i l l 
b e disaster. 

I l a y i t d o w n , therefore, as a general p r i n ­
c i p l e t h a t t h e w o r l d - r e n o w n e d m a k e r is t h e 
o n e w h o w i l l serve y o u best. T h e r e is a 
f a v o u r i t e a r g u m e n t i n use b y those w h o differ 
f r o m t h i s v i e w w h i c h r u n s s o m e w h a t i n th is 
w a y : T h e s m a l l m a k e r has n o cost ly adver­
t i s i n g t o keep u p ; a n d n o t b e i n g h a m p e r e d 
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A G I U L 'S SWIFT. 

i iy t h i s constant a n d I icavy d r a i n u p o n Il ls 
resources he has n o n e e d t o p u t a " l o a d i n g " 
u p o n the p r i c e o f his m a c h i n e s i n o r d e r t « 
compensate h i m s e l f . T h a t is t r u e as far asi 
i t goes, b u t o f a l l t h e m a c h i n e s I have ever 
k n o w n h a r d l y n n y have been r e a l l y h i g h class, 
and' yet u n a d v e r t i s c d a n d u n k n o w n save t o t h e 
l i t t l e c i rc le o f customers o f t h e m e n w h o m a d e 
t h e m . A l l t h e great firms are f x t e n s i v e adver­
tisers, a n d th is , i f y o u c o m e t o cons ider i t , is a 
real p r o t e c t i o n t o t h e p u b l i c , because, l i a v i n g 
spent so m u c h m o n e y m e r e l y u p o n a n a m e , i t is 
n o t w o r t h any firm's w h i l e t o t a k e advantage o f 
y o u ' b y t r e a t i n g y o u i n such a way as t o 
j e o p a r d i z e w h a t I have a lready d e s c r i b e d as its 
most p r e c i o u s asset. T h e di f ference b e t w e e n 
t h e i r wares a n d those o f t h e firms w i t h o u t a 
r e p u t a t i o n t o lose is som.etimes as great as t l i a t 

a real ly trusLvi'orthy b icyc le at ten guineas 
or t h e r e a b o u t s ; b u t the t h i n g was d o n e , 
a n d d o n e successfully. I w a t c h e d t h e 
b e h a v i o u r o f one o f the first " P o p u l a r 
Swi f ts , " as t h e y were cal led, a n d k e p t a 
n o t e o f i t s h i s t o r y t h r o u g h three l o n g 
s u m m e r s . I t was r i d d e n b y a f r i e n d o f 
m i n e , a k e e n s p o r t s m a n , a n d a n o l d c o n ­
t r i b u t o r t o o u r c o n t e m p o r a r y , t h e Field, 
a n d a l l I can say is t h a t we c o u l d b o t h 
g ive i t a g o o d character at the e n d o f 
i h a t t i m e . T h e r e are p l e n t y o f o t h e r 
firms a b o u t w h o m s i m i l a r praise c o u l d 
t r u t h f u l l y be w r i t t e n . I t is the general 
t h i n g i n these days for a great firm t o 
catalogue second-grade as w e l l as first-
grade m o u n t s . I f , o n the one h a n d , t h e r e 

Is less p r o f i t o n t h e m , the p o p u l a r i t y o f the p r i c e , 
o n the other , t e n d s t o greatly w i d e n t h e c i r c l e 
o f customers , a n d so the makers benef i t b y 

6 I N G E H GRAND " 3 I 0 D E L Z D E L T J X E . " 
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b e t w e e n a n E n f i e l d r i f le a n d a p o p g u n . T h a t 
this s h o u l d be so is d u e t o t h e fact t h a t a l m o s t 
every o n e o f the h u n d r e d s o f parts o f w h i c h a 
bicyc le is c o n s t r u c t e d m a y be b o u g h t or m a d e 
at w i d e l y v a r y i n g costs, t h e best b e i n g w o r t h , i n 
some cases, several h u n d r e d s per cent , m o r e 
t h a n t h e worst . T h e b u i l d e r o f high-ckiss 
machines w i l l see t h a t h i s mater ia ls are o f t h e 
b e s t ; b u t t h e m a k e r w i t h n o r e p u t a t i o n t o 
m a i n t a i n m a y be t e m p t e d t o d e p a r t f r o m t h i s 
course 

T h e makers o f the " S w i f t " were, as I have 
said, a p i o n e e r firm i n p r o d u c i n g a g o o d m o u n t 
at a c o m p a r a t i v e l y l o w p r i c e . A t first every­
b o d y w o n d e r e d h o w i t was possible t o t u r n o u t 

an increased t u r n o v e r . I n n a m i n g firms whose 
wares m a y be r e l i e d o n , i t m u s t n o t b e 
supposed t h a t I i n any way exhaust t h e l i s t , 
n o r n n i s t i t be p r e s u m e d that there is any­
t h i n g i n the order i n w h i c h 1 n a m e t h e m ; b u t 
for t h e g u i d a n c e o f those w h o are c o n t e m ­
p l a t i n g the purchase o f a s u m m e r m o u n t , I 

A r , U N B E A l i \7ITH T H E L I T T L E OIL-BATH. 
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m a y say t h a t , so far as m y c x p e r i u n c e goes, 
t h e w o r d s R a l e i g h , R o v e r , R u d g e - W h i t w o r t h , 
Referee, P r e m i e r , E l s w i c k , Exce ls ior , T r i u m p h , 
Singer, . C e n t a u r , B r a d b u r y , L e a - F r a n c i s , a n d 
R o y a l E n f i e l d are a l l h a l l - m a r k s . T h e n t h e r e 

a m o u n t e d t o ^ 6 l o s . N o w a d a y s b e t t e r m o u n t s 
can be p i c k e d u p for less m o n e y , a n d , r o u n d l y 
s j jeaking , t h e j o y s o f c y c h n g m a y be said t o 
be w i t h i n t h e reach o f a l l . 

QUADRAXT LTGHT ROADSTEK.—QUADHAXT C X C L E COMPAST. 

is t h e H u m b e r C o m p a n y , t o whose prede­
cessors we are a l l i n d e b t e d for h a v i n g l e d 
the way i n p e r f e c t i n g the ear ly b icyc le . I ' l e 
" F irs t -grade " H u m b e r a n d t h e C o v e n t r y 
H u m b e r w i l l p r o v e serviceable m o u n t s t o s u c h 
as c a n n o t a f ford t o o r d e r o n e o f t h e famous 
Beestons. T h e Q u a d r a n t C o m p a n y deserve 
special m e n t i o n as h a v i n g b e e n n o t o n l y 
bic j 'c le m a k e r s , b u t as h a v i n g k e p t a f o r e m o s t 
place as b u i l d e r s o f t r icyc les for a l o n g series 
o f years. F i n a l l y , a r o u g h l i s t , h o w e v e r i m ­
perfect , s h o u l d n o t o m i t m e n t i o n o f t h e 
S u n b e a m , a m a c h i n e w h i c h n o t o n l y e m b o d i e s 
t h e m o s t c a r e f u l w o r k a n d t h e best of mater ia ls , 
b u t t o whose b u i l d e r s w e owe t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e a r t o f gear-case 
fitting. O f course a l l m y r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s a p p l y w i t h a t least e q u a l 
force t o s e c o n d - h a n d as t o new-
machines . I f t h e s u m a t d i s p o s a l 
is less t h a n ; ^ i o or ^ 1 2 , i t is u n w i s e 
t o b u y a n e w m a c h i n e at a l l , unless, 
o f course, i t is a j u v e n i l e m o u n t . 
With t h i s p r o v i s o , t h e b e t t e r p l a n is 
t o s p e n d t h e m o n e y i n b u y i n g a n 
o l d m a c h i n e t h a t , (^hipped a n d 
b a t t e r e d t h o u g h i t be, bears a great 
n a m e , a n d has been a g o o d t h i n g 
i n i t s day. ]\Iy first three m a c h i n e s 
were a l l o f t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n , for I was 
never o v e r b u r d e n e d w i t h p o c k e t -
m o n e y . B u t I t o u r e d w i t h t h e 
greatest e n j o y m e n t , a l l t h r o u g h a 
l o n g s u m m e r h o l i d a y , f r o m o n e e n d o f E n g l a n d 
t o t h e o t h e r o n a n o l d c r o c k i n w h i c h I h a d 
i n v e s t e d m y a l l — w h i c h I h a p p e n t o r e m e m b e r 

A N S W E R S T O C O R R E -

S P O N D E N T S . 

J . C A . (NEWPORT, M o x . ) . — T h e r e is no 
b e s t m a k e . T h e foregoing a r t i c l e w i l l 
s e r v e to g a i d e y o n . A n y o£ t h e firms 
n a m e d w i l l d e a l s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y w i t h 

, y o n , a n d a m o n g s t t h e m y o u w i l l be 
r e a d i l y able to s u i t y o u r s e l f as r e ­
g a r d s p r i c e . " P. K . " ( E V E S H A M ) . — Y o u 
a l s o a r e p r a c t i c a l l y a n s w e r e d on m o s t 
p o i n t s b y t h e above. C o r n i s h r o a d s a r e 
c e r t a i n l y v e r y different f r o m those i n 
y o u r o w n l o c a l i t y , a n d I s h o u l d n ' t 
h e s i t a t e to t a k e a n e w m a c h i n e over 
t h e m i f I h a p p e n e d to h a v e one. I t h i n k 
i t b e t t e r to b u y a n e w one i f y o u h a v e 

' m o n e y e n o u g h , but i f not , a good strong 
s e c o n d - h a n d one s h o u l d e a s i l y be found 
a t s o m e t h i n g b e t w e e n £5 a n d £8. P r i c e s 
v a r y v e r y m u c h i n different d i s t r i c t s 
a c c o r d i n g to a l l s o r t s of l o c a l c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s . I don't t h i n k I s h o u l d t r y to 

b u y t l i r o u g h t h e p a p e r y o u n a m e . I t is best to 
a c t u a l l y see t h e m a c h i n e , a n d if y o u luiow litt le 
a b o u t b i c y c l e s t a k e a f r i e n d w h o i s better s k i l l e d 
w i t h y o u . U n l e s s y o u a r e of e x t r e m e l y l i g h t weight 
y o u s h o u l d h a v e a f u l l r o a d s t e r for s u c h a n expedi­
t i o n . " T o u r i s t " ( O S W A I . D T W I S T L E ) . — W r i t e to the 
s e c r e t a r y a t 47, V i c t o r i a S t r e e t , W e s t m i n s t e r , S.W. 
H e w i l l f o r w a r d y o u a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m to Oil u p . 
I f y o u h a v e a n y f r i e n d w h o i s a m e m b e r y o u s h o u l d get 
h i m or h e r to propose y o u . I f not , I d a r e sny the 
s e c r e t a r y , w h e n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e is e x p l a i n e d lo l i i m . 
w i l l propose y o u h i m s e l f . Y o u r n a m e w i l l be p r i n t e d 
i n t h e l i s t of c a n d i d a t e s i n the c l u b ' s ofiicial o r g a n for 
t h e e n s u i n g m o n t h , a n d i n t h e o r d i n a r y c o u r s e y o u 
w i l l become a m e m b e r t h e m o n t h following. Y o u m u s t 
s e n d 6s. w i t h y o u r a p p l i c a t i o n , a n d after t h a t the fee 
for r e n e w a l w i l l be 5s. p e r a n n u m . Y o u c a n spend a s 
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m u c h m o r e w i t h t h e c l u b a s y o u l i k e , by b u y i n g a n y 
of t h e n u m e r o u s u s e f u l books a n d o t h e r a r t i c l e s w i t h 
w h i c h t h e y a r e p r e p a r e d to s u p p l y y o u , b u t a l l i t n e e d 
r e a l l y cost y o n i s t h a t 5s. a y e a r . 




