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in the image of their bigger brethren and the

I TALIANS have a singular ability to design tiddlers

Kerry Capitano Grand Prix is a typical example.

It looks—almost smells—the part.
But to make a fifty look like a scaled-down version of a larger
machine is fine—provided nothing of any importance is socrificed
to the god of style. The designers of the Grand Prix have

succeeded admirably.

The machine is surprisingly
comfortable to ride, despite
the narrow dual-seat and
dropped bar. The footrests
areadjustableon theirsplines
and an interesting feature is
that the rear-brake pedal is
attached to the offside foot-
rest so that it is always in
the best position, irrespec-
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tive of the placing of the rest.

Controls are all conveniently
placed and positive in oction.
However, a better method of
securing the throttle twistgrip
would be a worthwhile improve-
ment, since, on the test model,
the small fixing grub secrew
occasionally came loose and
allowed grip and brake lever
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to swivel on the handlebar.

There's reom fer improve-
ment, toa, in the buzzer warn-
ing device—it produced no more
than a ridiculously ineffective
note, The headlight was suffi-
ciently good to allow o speed
of 35 to 40 m.p.h. on unlit roads.
The brakes, too, were in keep-
ing with the performance of the
little machine.

Acceleration

Performance? The Capitanc's
normal maximum was just over
40 m.p.h., aitheugh it could be
cruised at well up to that
figure, given neutral

wind and road conditions.

Maturally, a head wind had
a marked effect on the speed.
It was usually possible, however,
to push on ot 25 to 30 m.p.h.
under any conditicns.
Acceleration was reasonable
for a fifty. Really
pushed, the Capi-
tanc would just
about keep with the
flow of traffic in
London. However,
it was huppiest on
an open road, whera
it could be buzzed
along at a steady
35 to 40 m.p.h.

Handling

An outstanding
feature was cthe
good handling. One
could ride with the
utmest  dlan, yet
there was never any
fear of grounding.

The kick-starter,
which cranks for-
ward, was easy to

operate and che
engine always fired
at  the third or

fourth kick. The only debit
mark in this context was for g
sticking clutch which was none
too easy to free on the first
start of the day. The best
method was to push the bike
forward with the clutch with-
drawn and second gear In
engagement.

The Kerry Capitano Grand
Prixis a reasonably priced light-
weight with a willing engine
that drinks only a gallon of
petrol every 130 miles and
excellent roadhelding — defi-

nitely not a machine to be

overlooked when con-
sidering the sporting
fifty market,
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