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Centaur Road Tests The

KERRY CAPITANO
3-SPEED

WHEN we tested the Kerry Capitano
twozpeed  moped  late  last  vear
(Cverivg awn Mopeps, MNovember 30,
1%60) we stated that it conceded wvery
little to machines with [hree gears, so
flaxible was its powerful 47.6 ceo en-
ging.  Now we have a lhres-speed
luxury version of the same model, and
this concedes nothing to any moped.
Bazed largely on the original two-
speeder, the new model, apart from s
luxury extras, shows all-round improve-
ments in almost every department.

It has the same light tobular sieel
frame with teclescopic front forks and
swinging arm rear suspension, but re-
finements in the form of an engine
cowling, a streamlined headlamp fairing
and a dual seat have beep added. The
engine faiting, io two sections, is well-
styled, protects the rider completely from
engine dirt, and s immediately detach-
ahle; the headlamp casing is & handsome wnit which gives a neat
finish to the fork ends and incorporates the 0-45. m.ph. Huret
speedometer.  Cables have been prunsd back—on the two-speed modezl
they tended to droop lizna-like—and the machine has a& clean Gdy
appearance, perhape emphasized by its lpght blue and cream colour
scheme.

The 2din-long dual seat has twoe big advaplages for the solo rider
over the normal single feat on the two-speed Capitano @ it is more
comfortable and allows more scope for finding a suitable position,
although it is not adjustable for height; and being generally lower, it
alse lowers the machine’s centre of balance, thus greatly improving
read-holding and corpering. At very low gpesds—below 10 mph—
the machine tends to wander a little due to the rider’s * well-back ™
position. - "

The engine itself is basically the same uwnit fitted to the two-speed
model, with an extra gear. This gives a smoother power rangs,
although T felt that the bottom and second pears could have been even
lower to some advantage. Some clutch slipping was necessary when
drawing away from rest on any sort of incline, and changing up from
bottom gear to sesond had to be exact. or engine tevs would be Jost
In normal city traffic conditions second gear was mainly in use, haviog

;i Performance
Moximum Speed:
Flyimg 1,10t mile, 42 mopoh,
27-5 ec.icr 7 te 1] 1.5 bhop ot Standing 1/10th mile, 23 m.p.h
i ..M. -
Corburettor; Dell 'Orte T.4.12.51, Accelerotion:
Gearbax: Throe spaed integrated with Mg pedal assistance.
engirw, hondlgbar control,  Multi- 0-10 mph., 23 s=c

Specification

plate clutch {2ork irserts] runnin 0-20 m.plu, 6_sec.
Foum il bath. ki G-30 mph. 125 sec,
rame: Tubulor stesd with telescopic &

front, and swinging arm  rear E“""“"a‘ oy

SUSPEnsion, Al 2 m.p, SE mapg
Tank: Approximately 10 pint At 30 mph, 11T mpg.

Hill CHemblng:

Time for hill, T min. 20 sec,
atts, Botfam gear nof engoged
piole; ol loma: £ voll, 3, vty Test_kill %._5 ralles fong ) mosimum
L Brokes: Chromium-piated gredient 1 in 10: average gradient
fims gnd foll width hubs,  fitted 1 in 14
with 23 x  Zin, whitewal TRE;

_cnpogity,
Lighting: Mna—dfn@, output 5 walk,
= §8 watts, Heod lomp 6 wolt, 15

Erokes, imternal exponding, front  Brakisg: Frent Rear Both

hond Wvar ond rear bock  pedal At 20 meh V18 YEfn 11R.

ofrarated. . At 30 muph 30F 35FL 226t
Equipment: Tyre pump, tool kit, _

centre stond, eleciric bwm {Huret Fedolling:

spaedometer extra, fits v heod -;v"-:uximu;ﬂ pedatling speed,
m

tomp cotingl, dual seab. 1 mh. )
Finish: Milono blue, cream fonk with Cemfortoble pedalling speed,
chiromed  fittings. 7 oreph ;

Concessienaires:  Kefry's  {Greot
Britoink Ltd, Waorton Reod, Strat-
ferd, Londan, E.15.

- Priee: E7% T3 6d

Tester's weight: 1000,

Cendition: for Teit: Ory asphalt rond
surfoce; no wind,

a
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A fast, luxury
moped from

ftaly

the widest flexibility, and top could only be used for short streiches.
The silencer fitted is the super-efficient Frankfurter Topf with adjusi-
able baffies, which manages to muzzle the Capitano’s engine a lot more
effectively tham the old type. The result isa subdued  sewing machine ™
type of hum. :

Hill climbing was easier with the extra pear, and the time recorded
is better than the two-speed Capilano managed. Rather surprisingly
the acceleration figures show that the two-speeder is faster off the
mark, probably because there is less time wasted in acipally changing
gear.  Provided (he engine speed is maintained, the gear change is
smocth and easy, but it is definitely not aided by an indifferent twist
grip which delighted to stick at the most inconvenicnt times and
was generally unsatisfactory.

Formidable Braking Power

Possibly the most impressive and certainly the most reassuring feature
on the Capitano were the brakes. Any moped which can stop in
11 feet at 20 m.ph. and in 22 feet at 30 m.ph. i3 certainly safe
to ride. Again the low down riding position helped when sudden braking |
was necessary, any tendepcy to skid being easy to conmtrol,

Lighting, which bappily is becoming less and less necessary as
the summer approaches, is of the same high standard found in the
first Capitane model. The output is 18 walts, which feeds a two-
clement Philips &v. I5-15w, bulb, and the resull is a broad beam
of light quite adequate for dark counlry roads. The horn, alas, follows
the usual moped patiern, and is practically inaudible to anvone more
thao 10 yards away.

One point which [ deplored on the two-speed model was the small-
diameter fuel filler hole ; this unfortunately has ool been remedied on
the new model, making fuelling more difficult than need be,  Also,
the small cylindrical tool box, adequate though it is for the tool
kit supplied with the machine, is still too small to take any of the
usuzl paraphernalia the average moped rider carries with him.

However, as I remarked in my first Capitane road test report, these
are minor points, and detract in no way from an otherwise first class
machine. I it's an eyecatching maching vou want, with road holding,
speed &nd stopping power second to pone—and a price of uonder
£80—then the Kerry Capitano three-speeder is the one for you.
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