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The engine is the same as the ASTOR
models already famous.

THOSL‘ riders who know that the

Itom Astor light motor cycles make
< practice of lapping race tracks at
over 50 m.p.h. will expect something
a little unusual in the performance of
the Esperia mo-ped from the same
stable and they will not be disappointed,
Actually the engine of the mo-ped is
the same as that of the standard model
of the light motor cycle except for some
modification of the crankcase to accom-
modate a two-speed instead of the
three-speed gearbox. The other con-
tribution and almost equally important,
is that the wheels and brakes are the
same on both machines.

The frame is of steel pressings
welded up into a very rigid struc-
ture with integral 9-pint fuel tank.
The front forks are also of welded
pressed steel with leading bottom link
suspension. The rear end is sprung
on the swinging arm system with en-
closed telescopic springs. A refinement
unexpected on a modest priced mo-ped
is paired tyres, ribbed front and
lozenge tread rear, both 2-inch section
on 18-inch rims.

Of 49 c.c., the engine is almost
square with 39.5 mm. bore and 40
mm. stroke. Primary drive is by
helical gears and final drive by chain

ROAD TEST REPORT:
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The TTOM

LESPERI A

An Italian machine of

unusually high perform-

ance at a modest price

with top run guard. Both mudguards
are deeply valanced, the rear one being
part of the main frame. The headlamp
is built into the front fork pressings
and both saddle and handlebars are
adjustable.

Sheer Power

On the road one’s first impression
is of sheer power. The very positive
location of the gear change twistgrip
makes engagement of first gear easy
and certain and the clutch takes up
the drive smoothly without any need for
gentle handling, then the engine takes
over and revs up smartly to around
20 m.p.h. if the throttle is kept open.
Actually there is no need for hard
revving as a change up can be made at
10 m.p.h., and the lusty engine con-
tinues to accelerate the machine at a
rate that few, if any, mo-peds can
equal.

Maximum speed on the machine
tested was 38 m.p.h., but this was not
the limit of safe and comfortable revs.
and higher speeds could be used on
favourable grades. Perhaps the best
feature of the power unit, however,
is its ability to cruise indefinitely at
around 30 to 33 m.p.h. without fuss or
effort. Hill climbing is as much above
the general run as the performance
on the flat with a fine top gear perform-
ance for most main road hills and a really
superb bottom gear climb that took
everything we could find for it, includ-
ing standing starts on one in eight, wiih
ease.

Such performance standards naturally
call for similar excellence in other
departments and the Esperia meets all
requirements in respect of steering,
roadholding and braking. The stand-
ard braking arrangements in Italy for
this machine are coupled cable-operated

brakes actuated by one hand lever, but
the vagaries of British law prevent the
use of this system here so the front
brake is right hand lever operated while
the rear has a heel pedal mounted so
that it can be controlled with the foot
in the normal “ nine o’clock and three-
o’clock * positions. This arrangement
has one advantage over the more con-
ventional back-pedal braking systems
in that the pedals themselves remain
free to be turned backwards before
kick starting.

Starting, by the way, is a first-time-
every-time business by one firm kick
on either pedal and, almost equally
important, the tickover is dead reliable,
quiet and free from fuss.

Steering and roadholding are also
first class, notably so because of the
high speeds of which the machine is
capable. There is no weaving at
10 m.p.h. nor the slightest suspicion
of dither at 40 m.p.h. and the brakes can
be used really hard from any speed in
safety. On bumpy roads the front
fork suspensions clash somewhat with a
heavy rider up but no discomfort
is felt and roadholding is quite unaffec-
ted. The paired tyres undoubtedly
help in providing the very accurate
steering under a variety of conditions but
most of the credit mustbe given to the
good weight distribution and very rigid
frame design.

Not For Granny

Despite its excellent handling qual-
ities and high factors of safety, the
Esperia is not a machine for the purely
utility rider who does not need its
performance. The exceptional power
output naturally presents problems in
silencing and there is rather more noise
than the average town machine should
make. Much of this comes from the
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intake and a larger air-cleaner [silencer
would improve things considerably.
Accessibility is very good but, conversely
the exposed chain gets itself and occas-
ionally the riderin rather amess in bad
weather. Essentially this is a sports
machine, one that can travel long dis-
tances at high average speeds with real
economy, safety and ease of handling as
its desirable attributes. It handles
equally well in traffic or on the open :
road and is ideal for real hard work in * <
hilly country. 5 -
We found that the brakes on the test
model squealed more than a little but
this proved to be curable. The only
other fault is the rather small and hard
cycle type saddle fitted. When one
considers its very modest price as against
the sheer quality of its essential com-
ponents, however,there can be no doubt
that the ITom factory have as good a
winner in the Esperia as it has in its
famous 50 and 65 c.c. motor cycles.

SPECIFICATION
ENGINE : *“ Itom ” single cylinder Clean bold lines characterize the *‘ Esperia’. Both handlebars and saddle

two-stroke, 40 mm. x 39.5 mm. are adjustable for height.
49.5 c.c., comp. ratio 7 to 1. Out- bottom link suspension and built- steel spokes.

T —y

put 2 b.h.p. at 5500 r.p.m. 2~ in headlamp. Swinging arm rear EQUIPMENT : Toolkit in compart=-

speed gearbox with gear primary with telescopic damped spring ment in main frame, inflator,
drive. ‘ Dell’Orto *’ carburettor. units. carrier and electric horn.
FRAME : Pressed steel, welded WHEELS : 18-inch x 2-inch with CONCESSIONAIRES : Adimar, 61

with separate 9-pint tank. 22 x 2 matched tyres and 41-inch Clapham Road, London S.W.9.

Pressed steel front forks with full-width hub brakes. Stainless PRICE : £71. 8s. 0d. (inc. P.T.).

LARGEST SELECTION IN LONDON
OF SCOOTERS & MO-PEDS

Small two-stroke specialist. Nothing over 250 cc. Only Scooters & Mopeds stocked.

Woe tax, insure, register and road-test all new machines sold. SAME DAY DELIVERY. PART EXCHANGES, Build-up deposit.
Free tuition, demonstrations. Instalment Seecurity Plan.

GUARANTEED AFTER SALES SERVICE Fully Equipped Workshop on the Premises — Works Trained Mechanics

UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF THE PROPRIETOR AND FOUNDER — ESTABLISHED IN GARRATT LANE SINCE 1933
1/3rd DEPOSIT, 12, 18 or 24 months to pay the balance
Mo-peds Scooters
PHILLIPS GADABOUT : EXPRESS VESPA : N.S.U. PRIMA : BELLA l48c.c. & 198c.c.
NSU QUICKLY : FLANDRIA : PARILLINO D.K.R. DOVE, PEGASUS and DEFIANT
DIANETTE : COMBINETTE : KREIDLER DIANA H PRIOR : ALBATROSS : i1so
MOBYLETTE : MOBYMATIC DUNKLEY 65 :  MERCURY PIPPIN
VICKY Iy : VICTORIA AVANTI B.S.A. DANDY : MOBY : KREIDLER
DUNKLEY WHIPPET 3 NEW HUDSON ¥ 1 £
SR : MARS : LEOPARDS PIATTI : PEUGEOT : SUN GENI : ALPINO
ITOM “ESPERIA” & SUPERSPORTS EXCELSIOR SKUTABYKE : BOND SCOOTER
BINETTA : PESETTA LAMBRETTA : ACCESSORIES
Speclal Attention to Beginners— - 630 TROLLEY & 44 BUS PASS THE DOOR
Full Co-operation with RAC /ACU Training Scheme 2 mins from Earisfield Station

No mail orders but telephone enquiries gladly answered

Selection of first class, one-owner, used machines. Some brand new 1957 bargains at reduced price — to callers only

206-212 GARRATT LANE
A e G A T T o LONDON, S.W.I18. BAT 4364




